International Review of Social Sciences and Humarniés
Vol. 3, No. 2 (2012), pp. 115-124

www.irssh.com
ISSN 2248-9010 (Online), ISSN 2250-0715 (Print)

Natives’ Perception on Myanmarese Immigrant in
Langkawi Island, Malaysia

Kamsol Mohamed Kassim
(Corresponding Author)

Faculty of Business Management,
University of Technology MARA (UiTM), Malaysia,
Perlis Campus,

02600 Arau,
Perlis, Malaysia
E-mail: kamsol@perlis.uitm.edu.my

Ahmad Ismail
Faculty of Business Management,
University of Technology MARA (UiTM), Malaysia,
Perlis Campus,
02600 Arau,
Perlis, Malaysia
E-mail: ahmadismail@perlis.uitm.edu.my

Zulkafli Mansor
Faculty of Business Management,
University of Technology MARA (UiTM), Malaysia,
Perlis Campus,
02600 Arau,
Perlis, Malaysia
E-mail: zulkaflimansor@perlis.uitm.edu.my

(Received: 26-3-12 / Accepted: 4-4-12)

Abstract
This article examines the natives’ perception ofaMiparese Malay Muslim immigrant in
Langkawi on the issues and the impact of econommgiakand environment perspective by
using the frequency analysis, descriptive analgsis multiple regression analysis. The study
highlights on the impact of wages competitivenessthie local construction activities,
disruption of small sea fishing activities and thpact of environment of the immigrant’s



Kamsol Mohamed Kassiwet al. 116

dwelling area. The objectives of the research arexamine the response and perception of
the community towards the existence of the Myanseafdalay Muslim Immigrant on the
issue of the study. These result confirmed to wies been discussed among the public
especially concerning the wages competitivenessvdet immigrant and the natives.
Similarly, on the independent variable of polluthdelling surrounding their dwelling area,
the results showed that there are deep concerndtieohatives regarding the polluted
environment. From the analysis of the study maspeoadents are strongly agreed and agreed
on the event that the immigrants present a thaedddal security and the immigrants were
impervious of any legal enforcement.

Keywords: Immigrant, natives, wages competitiveness, enviemtal impact, disruption of
fishing activities.

1. Introduction

Since the immigrant issue becomes an internatimsale currently, there are many factors
such as economy, politic, and social factor thattriouted to the issue of immigrant. The
most obvious reason in the global migration is phshed and pulled factors. Amongst the
variables of the pushed factors are not enoughijoltse home country, few opportunities,
primitive condition of standard of living, polititéears, poor medical care, not being able to
practice religion, loss of wealth, natural disasteteath threats, slavery, pollution, poor
housing, powerful landlords, bullying, and poor mbes of finding courtship. On the other
hand amongst the pulled variables factor are bgtheopportunity in the host country, better
living condition, political and/or religious freenhy Better enjoyment, better education, better
medical care, better security, family links, andtérechance of finding courtship. In Malaysia
most of the immigrants related to an economicsareasd they are in the form of foreign
workers and they are coming to Malaysia becausdhef wages differential and jobs
opportunity comparatively to their mother land.

Myanmar Muslim comprising of descendent Malay, ArRbhingya, and others comprising
of 5 percent of the total population of Myanmar (t8io, 2009). Total population of Myanmar
in 2005 is about 50 million people. Since 1980s olthis percentage, 250,000 people
become a refugee are Rohingya people staying at@ngorder of Myanmar and Bangladesh.
Concurrently, majority of the Myanmarese Malay Mushre located at the southern part of
Myanmar along the border of Myanmar and Thailandost of the Myanmarese Malay
Muslim staying in this area and their economichatgtinvolve in small fishing.

After 1988, a significant number of Burmese lefé tbapital to border areas opposite to
Thailand and stayed among the ethnic minority patan. Lack of freedom and human rights
violations seem to be the major force that drovepfefrom Myanmar (Chantavanich, 2007).
Nonetheless, the influx of immigrants continued chese of the economic staleness in
Myanmar.

The earliest arrival of the Myanmarese Malay Mushmmigrants in Langkawi somewhere in
the late of 1970s is around 100 people comprisinigmale and children. Ten years later in
1988 a large group of Myanmarese Malay immigramtived in Langkawi, and they were
placed at Bukit Malut, Langkawi as their temporawyelling. These immigrants keep on



International Review of Social Sciences and Hunesyitvol. 3, No. 2 (2012), 115-124 117

coming from time to time and it was estimated atb@000 people in 1990s and now the
estimated figure rises to around 6000 people. Niblynramigrants have clustered in a small
number of geographic area (Borjas, 2006). Currethiéy children of the earlier batches of
immigrants are schooling in the government schealry the settlement area. The failure to
plan for the housing needs of immigrants has ledsqoatter settlements, which have
encouraged ethnic concentration and community foomgCastles, 2000).

The geographical closeness between southern Myaamdrnorth Malaysia enable easy
access into this country. Additionally those widmily ties who had entered Langkawi earlier
find such entry even easier with family membersvjgliog refuge and protection in the initial
part of their way.

Since the mass arrival of the Myanmarese Malay Muishmigrants in late 1980s, their main
activity is as the small fisherman and as the uleskivorkers. There were occasions where
these male immigrants were fighting with the natjvieut when it becomes the police case,
the local natives were blamed by the police ongtioeind these immigrants were protected by
the authority and they are having the immunity agfathe law. Foreign workers in large
numbers were seen as security threat as the rigiimge rate and incidence of highly
contagious diseases were associated with them f&émg 2006).

2. Review of the Related Literature

Malaysia has relied on the regional labor marketda to medium skilled workers since the
early 1970s to fuel growth and facilitate struct@djustment without a hollowing-out effect
on the economy (Kanapathy, 2006). Further, thentateon of national policies since 2002
from short term counter cyclical measures to moediom and longer term measures to
address structural rigidities has contributed stranger and healthier economy that is able to
weather external shock (Kanapathy, 2007). The enanprosperity had boosted demand for
workers in many economic sectors and in additiendbcreasing international comparative
advantage in labour intensive products required business to have cost cutting
(Chantavanich, 2007).

The number of immigrants at that particular timenpoises a substantial portion and it is
worrying the host country’s population. The compkgknic balance is a result of colonial
labor import for the tin mine and rubber plantat{@astles, 2000).

Immigrant who have high levels of productivity amtho adapt rapidly to condition in the
host's country labor market can make a significanhtribution to economic growth.
Meanwhile, the nation as a whole gains from immntigrabut immigration increases the size
of the economic pie available to native (Borjad)@0

Malaysian politics are shaped by the country’s gaplical, racial, religious and culture
diversity (MYREN, 2006). Malaysia is a unique caynwith a history of tradition diversified
based on the ethnic groups, as well as migratiorpfmpose of trade, work, religious and
social contact. The differences in per- capita inecare a key determinant of the size and
direction of migration flow (Borjas, 2006). Sucdessconomic management has led to a
rapid economic growth and industrialization sin@80ds, making Malaysia into a ‘second-
wave tiger economy’ with severe sectoral labor &yms (Castles, 2000).

Malaysia is dominantly a host country, however rehare strong evidences to suggest that
many of its citizens are working and residing adrdkassim, 2005). The government of
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Malaysia has maintained of accepting immigrant éase humanitarian and refugee intake
especially for Muslim immigrant from Indochina aftbe end of the Vietham War in 1975 as
well as refugee from Myanmar on the humanitariash rfigious ground in 1970s and 1980s.
Both asylum seekers and refugees are consideiitédigad immigrants in Malaysia (MYREN,
2006).

At least in the short-run, immigrants will booseé thupply of labour in matched skill groups in
the host country, increasing competition for jolnsl dhereby depressing the wages of the
similarly-skilled in the market (Aydemir, 2007). Masia dependence on foreign workers has
been increasingly in the last 15 years from 4%98QLto 12% of the country’s workforce in
2005 (Kassim, 2005).

Employment of the immigrants leads to a loss irenexe through their remittances, delays
automation and mechanization, suppresses localpapses a heavy toll on social amenities
and socials services, reintroduction diseases ander controlled in Malaysia, a threat to
security (Kassim, 2006). In year 2008 Malaysia Ingevenue a total of RM17 billions when
foreign workers from all sectors of economic remmbney to their respective countries
(Selamat, 2009).

The angry and frustration expressed by the naivesnsistent with the finding by Borjas.
The immigrants flow consists mainly of low-skill vik@rs will exacerbate the economic
problems by native low skill workers and will likelcreate severe cultural and social
dislocation (Borjas, 2006).

With having Mykad they are considered as Malays Bathiputeras and could enjoy many
privileges such as alienation of government lahe, tight to vote, a discount on the real
estate and etc. Some of them have been allocagdie¢tter housing scheme within the island
that never enjoyed such privilege by the native.

3. Research Design

For this function of the study we focused on thevey method by using the questionnaires.
To investigate and to quantify the socio econommipdct of the immigrants in Langkawi we
represent a simple research model with regardetstiidy conducted.

WAGES COMPETITIVENESS IN

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION
MYAMARESE h PERCEPTION OF
MALAY SOCIOECONOMIC DISRUPTION OF SMALL
MUSLIM IMPACT LOCAL FISHERMAN
J

POLLUTED ENVIRONMENT OF
IMMIGRANTS’ DWELLING AREA
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4. Multiple Regression Analysis

Since there is one dependent variable and threspémtient variables therefore, the most
appropriate regression analysis method to be apigia multiple regression.

However, this research model could be expresst#tkimathematical terms and the estimated
regression model as follows:

Native Perception= a td+ b, + o + e

Where;
Native Perception = Natives Perception of Myanese Malay Muslim Immigrant
a = Constant
b, b, by = Regression Coefficient
o = Wages competitiveness of local construcfifCLC)
B = Disruption of small local fishermen (DSLF)
d = polluted environment of immigrant dwellingea (PEIDA)
e = error term

Eventually, several statistical methods will be duseich as coefficient of correlation (R),
coefficient of determination (R?) and T-statisties{at).

Data Analysis and Interpretation

Therefore, even when validated measures are usisdalivays a good idea to check for the
interterm consistently reliability using the Crochas alpha reliability coefficient of the
independent and dependent variables. Reliabilgies than 0.6 are generally considered to be
poor, 0.6 and above considered to acceptable aise thver 0.7 are considered to be good.
Table 4.1 below reports the results of reliabitityalysis for the study independent variables.
Cronbach’s alpha value for all variables is montB.7 and is considered good. This means
that the instrument is reliable and understandayplihe respondent.

Table 4.1Reliability Test

Variables No. of item Cronbach’s Alpha
Wages competitiveness 5 0.887
Disruption of small fishermen 5 0.860
Polluted environment 5 0.881

Table 4.2Wages Competitiveness

Employer prefer to hire Frequency Percent
MMMI

Strongly disagree 0 0
Disagree 2 1.66
Neutral 8 6.66
Agree 70 58.33
Strongly Agree 40 33.33
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Total 120 100

From the above table 4.2, we notified that 33.33%) (of respondents are strongly agreed
while 58.33% (70) of respondents agreed that thpl@rars prefer to sub-contract the jobs
or/and recruit Myanmarese Malay Muslim immigrarthex than local people, whereas only
6.66% (8) of respondents are neutral. However,%.68) of respondents is disagreed. None
of respondents is strongly disagreed.

Table 4.3Stealing Local Fishing Equipments Belongings

Steal local fishing equipments Frequency Percent
belongings

Strongly disagree 4 3.33
Disagree 12 10
Neutral 15 12.5
Agree 53 44.16
Strongly Agree 36 30
Total 120 100

From the above table 4.3, we notified that 30% (F&espondents are strongly agreed while
44.16% (53) of respondents agreed that the immigriéee to steel local fishing equipments
belongings, whereas only 12.5% (15) of respondantsneutral. However, 10% (12) of
respondents are disagreed. The rest of respon8&3% (4) are strongly disagreed.

Table 4.4MMMI Threats Local Security

MMMI threats local security Frequency Percent
Strongly disagree 1 0.83
Disagree 4 3.33
Neutral 7 5.83
Agree 76 63.33
Strongly Agree 32 26.66
Total 120 100

From the above table 4.4, we notified that 26.68%) (of respondents are strongly agreed
while 63.33% (76) of respondents agreed that thmigrants give a threat to local security,
whereas only 5.83% (7) of respondents are nelti@aiever, 3.33% (4) of respondents are
disagreed. The rest of respondents 0.83% (1) amegly disagreed

Table 4.5MMMI Immune of any Legal Enforcement

MMMI immune of any legal Frequency Percent
enforcement

Strongly disagree 6 5
Disagree 10 8.33
Neutral 24 20
Agree 29 24.16
Strongly Agree 51 42.5
Total 120 100

From the above table 4.5, we notified that 42.5%) (& respondents are strongly agreed
while 24.16% (29) of respondents agreed that thmigrants were immune of any legal
enforcement, whereas only 20% (24) of responder@snautral. However, 8.33% (10) of
respondents are disagreed. The rest of responsi#n(8) are strongly disagreed.
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Table 4.6Poor MMMI's Settlement Condition

Poor MMMI's settlement Frequency Percent
condition

Strongly disagree 6 5
Disagree 10 8.33
Neutral 24 20
Agree 29 24.16
Strongly Agree 51 42.5
Total 120 100

From the above table 4.6, we notified that 42.5%) (&f respondents are strongly agreed
while 24.16% (29) of respondents agreed that thmigrants living in a poor settlement
condition, whereas only 20% (24) of respondents regatral. However, 8.33% (10) of
respondents are disagreed. The rest of responsi#n(8) are strongly disagreed.

Table 4.7Impact on Tourism Industry

Impact on tourism industry Frequency Percent
Strongly disagree 2 1.66
Disagree 6 5
Neutral 18 15
Agree 34 28.33
Strongly Agree 60 50
Total 120 100

From the above table 4.7, we notified that 50% (@Qespondents are strongly agreed while
28.33% (34) of respondents agreed that the immigrgine a negative impact on the tourism
industry, whereas only 15% (18) of respondentsargral. However, 5% (6) of respondents
are disagreed. The rest of respondents 1.66% éAtangly disagreed.

Table 4.8Regression Analysis

Variables Results t-test

Intercept 4.559 3.85
(1.183)

Wages Competitiveness 0.532 3.021
(0.176)

Disruption of Small 0.112 0.849

Fishermen (0.132)

Polluted Environment 0.362 3.143
(0.115)

R square 0.723

Adjusted R Square 0.708

Multiple regressions evaluate the natives’ perossti of socioeconomic impact towards
Myanmarese Malay Muslim immigrants. Based on thsultepresented on the table 4.8,
coefficient showed by R2 is 0.723 and adjusteddR2708. This means that 72.3% variation
in native people perception can be explained byatian in overall Independent variables
(IV) namely wages competitiveness, disruption ofantocal fishermen, and polluted

environment. Meanwhile, the other 27.7% of the dgesnin native people perception are
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explained by other factors, which are not includedthis research. However, 70.8% of
adjusted R square of variation in natives’ peragptian be explained by variation in multiple
independent variables (V).

From the above table, the t-statistic for wages prtitiveness o) is 3.021, the number of
observations in this research is 120 and numbenddpendent variable is 3. Degree of
freedom is equal to the number of observations sithe number of independent variables
minus one, which is shown below:

Number of observation (n) = 120

Number of independent variable (k) =3

Degree of freedom=n—-k-1
=120-3-1
=116

Since the degree of freedom is 116, the criticalvalue from the t — distribution table is
1.980. Therefore, at a 95% confidence intervalaralsignificant level of 0.05, the calculated
t — value is more than t — distribution table (3.021.980). Therefore there is a statistically
significant relationship between natives’ percapmd wages competitiveness.

In the case of independent variable of disruptibsneall fishermen, the calculated t — value is
less than t — distribution table (0.849 < 1.98Merkefore there is a statistically insignificant
relationship between natives’ perception and disoapf small fishermen.

A similar result we observed as wages competitigerfer polluted environment where the
calculated t — value is more than t — distributiable (3.143 > 1.980). Therefore there is a
statistically significant relationship between maf’ perception and polluted environment.

In addition, based on the unstandardized betaicaaft, wages competitiveness (beta=.532,
p<0.004) significantly predicted native people p@ton of socioeconomic impact.
Disruption of small fishermen (beta=.112, p>0.4@®)not significant predictor of people
perception. Whereas Polluted Environment (betas.p6P.003) are significant predictor of
Langkawi native people perception.

Therefore, from the above explanation, we can daggression equation as:

Native Perception = 4.559 + 0.582 0.113 + 0.363

4559 = constant

o = Wages Competitiveness

B = Disruption of small local fishermen
d = Polluted environment

5. Discussion and Recommendation

This paper concentrates on the natives’ percepdiwards the settlement of the Myanmarese
Malay Muslim immigrants such as on the issue ofagagpmpetitiveness, disruption of small
local fishermen and on the polluted environmerthefr dwelling area.
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The results show that the natives put on a blamredhe settlement of the immigrants in
Langkawi on several issues highlighted. Knowledg®ined from this study is considered as
a contribution to social science study in genemndl socioeconomics study in particular.

The empirical results indicate the natives’ perceptowards the existing of the immigrants
in Langkawi more towards the disadvantages of thtives. Politician and the authorities
must do some things to clear the negative peraetidhe natives towards the settlement of
the Myanmarese Malay Muslim immigrants. The autiesineed to explain and justify to the
mass the significant of the settlement of the gaidigrant in Langkawi once and for all. The
number of immigrant keeps on increasing from tiroetime and is consistent with the
immigrant theories such as the push-pull theorygration movement due to prior
relationships and immigrant theories of incorpanmatiassimilation.

From the result obtained in the regression analysis

1. Wages competitiveness between immigrants and msatared polluted environment of
the immigrant dwelling area are significantly refiag the opposing of the natives on
the settlement of the immigrants in Langkawi. Tikisonsistent with the analysis done
by the previous researchers on the immigrant issaegstically and internationally.

2. Meanwhile, disruption of fishermen is not signifitgredictor of natives’ perception.

3. The current economic situation has lead to questiomer the value of wages
competitiveness of the immigrants. Public opinioports the view that immigrants
take natives’ jobs due to immigrants are willingaocept the lower wages. This is
consistent with the law of demand and supply suggégst immigrants could reduce
wages by increasing the supply of workers.

4. Polluted environmental in general and immigrants’eling area in particular is an
essential issue in the tourists’ island of Langkaiiis empirical result signifies the
polluted environment variable as the importancedssspecially in attracting domestic
and foreign tourists. In this research, the refetiop between immigrants and the
environment is an essential component of rationadl &onest decision making
concerning immigration.

6. Concluding Remarks

There are few determinants of the incoming immigtarthe host country, amongst others are
the attraction of the economic performance anddgpportunities in the host country, the
colonialism factor, better economic environmentucadion and health facilities, political
stability, freedom of worships, roots of the famiind assimilation and many more.
Concurrently there are pushing factor of the outgdmmigrants such as the poor economic
performance in the homeland, less job opportunippesr economic environment, education
and health facilities, unstable political conditidneedom of political activities, religious
matters, and many more.

The uncontrolled of the cheap labors will slowdatva process of automation in the various
business sectors is what the government aims floe # developed nation by year 2020.
Generally, the results of the analysis of the mafivperception on the Malay Muslim
Myanmarese immigrant in Langkawi are correlatiothwhe previous studies of immigrants
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domestically and in other international contexte3é findings confirm to what has been
discussed among the public regarding the groupnuhigrant namely Malay Muslim
Myanmarese immigrant in Langkawi especially conitgynthe wages competitiveness
between immigrant and the natives.

Similarly, on the independent variable of polluthdelling surrounding their dwelling area,
the results show the deep concerned of the natagegding the polluted environment. From
the analysis of the study many respondents stayraleon the issue of immigrants are
protected by a hidden agenda of HR policy but maspondents are strongly agreed and
agreed on the event that the immigrants give aathiee local security and the immigrants
were immune of any legal enforcement.
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