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Abstract
College English through Watching, Listening and eieg is one kind of college English
course in the colleges and universities of Chirdhitiis offered as an elective course by many
colleges and universities. It aims to develop tbengrehensive understanding ability and
language competence of the students with regardutture background, context, and
language materials. Combined with the writer’s béag practice, this essay probes into the
necessity of choosing move clips in the collegeli&hdeaching and how to choose the movie
clips, which is to promote the teaching efficieranyd help the students meet the demand of
the society on their English language ability brette
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1. Introduction

College English curriculum requirements announcgdhle Ministry of Education of China
define the college English course as a componettigifer education of China. College
English is not only a course teaching basic knogdedof language, but also a
competence-oriented course broadening the studemtiZon and letting the students get to
know the global cultureAs a competence-oriented course and an electivegeoEnglish
course in Chinese colleges and universitizd|ege English through Watching, Listening and
Speakingust aims to help the students get to know theucailof English speaking countries
better, broaden the students’ horizon, and prornttetestudents’ comprehensive ability of
using English.

2. Teaching of Watching, Listening and Speaking

As the world enters the 21st century, China comtnio open to the outside world and reaches
almost all the countries of the world. Under theKkmgound of globalization, opportunities
and challenges coexist; language as a communidatbfecomes more and more important.
China’s National Outline for Medium and Long-Terrdugation Reform and Development
(2010-2020) proposes training a large number of internatiaeali talents who have
international vision, have a good knowledge ofrimitional rules, and are able to participate
in the international affairs and international catifion. Having a broad international vision
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is an important characteristic of internationalizetents. Internationalized talents must be
familiar with and grasp the different cultures feliént national customs, values and thinking
mode, and the law and trend of development of tbedwv Cross-cultural communication
ability based on a good foreign language levellssic ability of the internationalized talents
and is an important part of the training of inteimaalized talents. In order to meet the need
of the country, Chinese universities and collegamtdifferent types of internationalized
talents and they pay more attention to specifiniing means, such as, teaching materials and
teaching management. As a language for interndtammamunication, English is widely used
in the world. Consequently, a vital component afrting talents in the 2'century is to train
the students’ comprehensive ability of using Ermli€nglish is a foreign language in
mainland of China, there is no English speakingrenment in the society for the learners
during their real learning process. Lack of reé# knvironment for English learning is a
realistic limitation on learners. In order to make for the lack of real English language
environment, the course namédllege English through Watching, Listening and&ko®y is
offered in many universities and colleges in Chiflais course is based on the background
knowledge of English culture. It organizes the meowaterials by using the multi-media
technology. Movie clips under the background offedént culture topics bring students
relevant background knowledge of English culturentext, and functional expression of
English language. In this way, learners participatihe real life environment and are trained
to develop the comprehensive understanding abiftycultural background, context and
language materials. So, the course is to improgesthdents’ comprehensive ability of using
English, especially the ability of listening andeaging.

Movie clips used in th€ollege English through Watching, Listening an@&ingis chosen
from the original English films. The language amdtext is suitable for the learners to grasp
authentic English. Movie clips used in the teachprgcess show different scenes which
centered on a specific topic. Learners are trainage appropriate language to communicate
in different contexts and they really put what thegrn in the classroom into practice. The
learners will not only improve the ability of listemg and speaking, but also have a deeper
insight into the English language.

3. Choosing of Movie Clips
3.1 Necessity of Choosing Movie Clips

College English through Watching, Listening and &ogg is offered as an elective course
aimed for competence-oriented education, therefinere are limited class hours for this
course. In the university (which is a regular higeducation institution in the southwest of
China) of the author, there are only 15 class hdaorsthe elective course; however, the
number of students who would choose this courkege, in the author’s university, there can
be as many as 122 students in a classroom to ltakeourse. In the limited class hours, the
learners should be interested in the course arid giass on time in order to achieve effect of
learning. In the actual teaching process, somaéeartake this elective course just with the
purpose of getting credits, so they are relatiypelgsive and can’t achieve the learning effect;
some learners take this course out of their intebes they ask for leave because they need to
take part in club activities, which has negativieefon the course with only 15 class hours.
In light of the real situation in the teaching bistcourse, teachers Gbllege English through
Watching, Listening and Speakisgould choose the movie clips very carefully. Aégent,
there are plenty of movie clips in the textbooks Gifllege English through Watching,
Listening and Speakingsed in the universities and colleges of Chinas limpossible to
cover all the contents of the book in limited cldesirs. Therefore, it is essential for the
teachers to choose some movie clips to teach. &whérs should try to offer corresponding
materials in the limited class hours in order thieee the teaching effect. If the teachers don't
choose the movie clips and just repeat what ththéek says, the teaching may become
formalistic, because the students also have thbdek and they may think that even they
miss one class, they can learn by themselves t@ mpKor it. If the movie clips are chosen
carefully by the teacher and they are suitableterstudents, they will motivate the students
to learn actively. The students will be willingparticipate in the classroom and will not miss



International Review of Social Sciences and Hunsyidol. 6, No. 2 (2014), 117-120 119

class at random.

The textbook forCollege English through Watching, Listening and ékpay is based on
culture and has abundant movie clips. However,téx¢books have been compiled for a
period and they don’t include the latest movie male In the real teaching process, in order
to keep pace with the development of the socibgytéachers need to find and choose some
latest movie clips to enrich the teaching contenthie classroom and cut some relatively
out-of-date movie clips.

At present, college English test band 4 and bamde6national tests of vital importance in
China. The tests balance the proportion of lisignapeaking, reading, writing and translation
by using contemporary language test theory and edstand aim to reflect the English level
of Chinese college students comprehensively. Becdbe tests have a high level of
specialization and a great influence, the gradetheftests are accepted by the employers
gradually and are even related to the future ofstivelents and the employment rate of the
universities and colleges. Under this backgrouhd,dollege students in mainland of China
have to spend a lot time preparing for the banddaod 6 tests. In response to this situation,
the teachers need to choose some movie clips veaichmobilize the students’ initiative and
help them to pass band 4 or band 6 tests as well.

3.2 Ways of Choosing Movie Clips

Before teachingCollege English through Watching, Listening and ékosg the teachers
should get to know the exact class hours of thigsmand the general English level of the
students. Generally, a textbook is composed ofitets and each unit consists of three movie
clips which are relevant to the topic of the uk#ch unit includes many parts, such as lead-in,
plot summary, introduction of the scene, dialogwesabulary, cultural background, practice,
oral communication, self-learning etc. It is impbtes for the teachers to teach every part of
the textbook in limited class hours. Therefore obefteaching this course, the teachers may
cut some difficult units and choose some units Wiziee appropriate for the students; in order
to do it well, the teachers need to get to know Emglish level of the students and the
contents of each unit of the textbook in advance.

In view of the various topics of a textbook, thadeers should not only pay attention to
whether the movie is easy or difficult for the stoth, but also to whether the topic can
motivate the students or not. For example, lovéhés eternal topic of the humans, so the
movie clips under the topic dfove and Romanceaturally attract the students more to
participate in the classroom discussion. Anothexnge is that more and more college
students go travelling to broaden their horizonrdutheir vacations, and then the movie clips
with the topic ofTravel draw more attention of the students. Although thgids of the
textbook are related to the life of the collegedstus and they can help the students know
more about the foreign culture, the teachers haveut some movie clips which are less
attractive for the students due to the limited €lasurs.

Although the textbook ofCollege English through Watching, Listening and &gy has
many advantages, it doesn't include the latest enalips because it was complied for a
period. In order to keep pace with the modern wdHd teachers need to pay attention to the
latest information about English movies and chosm®e new and practical movie clips to
show to the students. For example, many textboake lthe topid-ove and the movie clip
from the movieTitanic is naturally chosen by the authors of the textlsoskowever, many
students have watched the movViéanic in high school, so, although reviewing the classic
movie is an important way of learning, the teacheed to add some latest movie clips in
order to motivate the students better; in this wag,students wouldn't think that the teacher
just repeat what the textbook says and they can Emmething new. For example, in terms of
the topicLove the teachers could choose movie clips from theienBefore Midnightto
show to the students, and then the students wilbnly learn English language and English
culture, but also learn more and think more abdwtiove is.
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As mentioned above, the college students in maihtdrChina face the objective necessity of
passing band 4 or band 6 tests. In response tptti@steachers should get to know the
vocabulary of the textbook in advance and chooseesmovie clips in which the lexical
difficulty is suitable for the college English testn 2002, the Ministry of Education of China
began to promote the reform of college English higar and it changed the priority on
reading and writing into the priority on listeniagd speaking in order to improve the overall
English ability of the students. In the real teaghpractice, many students take ®allege
English through Watching, Listening and speakingrse, which proves that the students are
eager to improve their ability of listening and akieg. Many universities and college in
mainland of China offering this course just wantnteet the need of the students and the
demand of the development of the country and tbego However, as Jigang Cai(2011) said,
the college students’ ability of English readingswaot as good as their ability of English
listening and speaking; due to the change of tiaiy of college English teaching and the
less class hours, the real situation of collegelisimgearning is worse. On average, only
about 20% of the students pass the band 4 testdrtest, but the grade is valued by many
employers in the society. Therefore, consciouslgosing some movie clips in which the
lexical difficulty is in accordance with the bando# band 6 tests will not only improve the
listening and speaking ability of the students, &lso help the students to improve their
ability of English reading.

4. Conclusion

China has stepped into a new stage since the begimi 21" century. The rise of the
international status of China puts forward new nemments for the modernization of
universities and colleges. There is a growing falltraining internationalized and creative
talents. In response to the need of the countrytaedlevelopment of the society, the reform
of college English teaching has been conductedrdegdy. The aim of offering the course
College English through Watching, Listening andepsgis just to improve the listening and
speaking ability of the students and the abilityuoflerstanding the English culture, and help
the students meet the demand of the society orialbats concerning the comprehensive
ability of using English. It is necessary to choasavie clips in teaching the course in reality.
Reasonably choosing move clips is beneficial fdriedng the teaching effect and is helpful
for the students to really improve the ability afng English.
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